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About kNot Today
kNot Today strives to bring about a world that cherishes and protects the beauty
and innocence of every child. Our mission is to generate awareness and initiate
prevention strategies to end sexual abuse, exploitation, and traﬀicking of children.
We also assist in the development of innovative healing programs and support
vetted, restorative service providers to improve their capacity to care for children
who have experienced sexual trauma. kNot Today Headquarters are located in
Indianapolis. We serve the entire state of Indiana as well as Charlotte, North
Carolina and its surrounding cities.

Staff Introductions

Alyssa Van Vactor
Executive Director
Alyssa joined kNot Today in June 2021. Prior to joining kNot Today, Alyssa spent seven years leading a Nonprofit
for struggling youth in the greater Indianapolis area. Alyssa has extensive knowledge in marketing, sales,
education, fundraising events, and nonprofit leadership. Prior to her career in nonprofits, Alyssa had a 10-year
career in elementary education. Alyssa received her degree in Education and Family Health and Wellness from Ball
State University.

Lia Reich
Advocacy Director
Lia joined kNot Today in August 2021. The eldest daughter of kNot Today founders Frank and Linda Reich, Lia brings
10 years of corporate experience in business development, entrepreneurship, and marketing to the team. Lia works
closely with the Executive Director to design and implement organizational strategy, create campaigns that support
awareness and growth for the issue, identify new partners, and expand the work of kNot Today to new
communities. Lia received her degree in journalism from the University of Maryland.

Emma Marsh
Director of Programs and Operations
Emma joined kNot today in June 2021. A native of Indianapolis, Emma received her degree in human services from
Purdue University. Before joining the kNot Today team, Emma worked in luxury sales where she gained experience
in sales, event management, operations, and customer service. Reporting to the executive director, Emma is
responsible for implementing kNot Today programs in the categories of awareness, prevention, and restoration.

About Founders

THE FOUNDERS

Our Mission Starters
Frank and Linda Reich, co-founders
Frank and Linda founded kNot Today in 2019 after living and engaging on this issue in
communities from coast to coast. A mother of three, Linda faced her own challenges while
frequently navigating new cities, childcare options and relationships while keeping her
children’s safety at top of mind.
After experiencing the scale of this issue across the country, they were compelled to make an
impact. kNot Today is focused on generating awareness, initiating prevention strategies, and
assisting in the development of innovative healing programs to care for children who have
experienced sexual trauma.
Prior to founding kNot Today, Frank and Linda completed their master’s degrees in Divinity
from Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte. Linda completed her training as a registered
nurse from Lancaster School of Nursing. She brings a faith-based and family-centric mindset to
her role at kNot Today where she donates 100% of her time as a family and child advocate and
leading kNot Today’s public aﬀairs eﬀorts. Frank currently serves as the head coach of the
Indianapolis Colts.

Executive Message

THE FOUNDERS

Executive Message
As we reflect on the past year, we are nothing short of humbled by the outpouring of support
and encouragement we have received to fight against the sexual abuse, exploitation, and
traﬀicking of children. When kNot Today was founded in 2019, we had one goal: protect
children. We had a platform, a passion, and a strong indication that this fight would be a big one
in the physical world and the spiritual one. But over the past three years, we could have never
anticipated the scale that we would encounter.

At a time of peak isolation during the pandemic, the sexual
abuse and exploitation of children hit unprecedented numbers
as solicitation and victimization advanced with technology. In
2020, The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children
reported 21.7 million files of child sexual abuse materials.
The National Children’s Alliance, the governing body for nearly
1,000 child advocacy centers, shared data that 65% of their
cases involved child sexual abuse.
The trials of Larry Nassar, Josh Duggar and Ghislaine Maxwell
served as a very public reminder that perpetrators and the farreaching nature of this crime have no demographic. It stems
from the depths of the dark web to the suburban neighborhood
to the upper tiers of society.

Group Efforts
The fight is a dark one; yet, we remain encouraged because the victories also have been great. This year, we grew our
relationships with lawmakers, law enforcement, service providers, and our peers in this fight. It became clear that
through our collective eﬀorts, the world is taking notice.
With your support, we have been able to further our education and awareness movements. Educators, healthcare
providers, and churches are saying ‘kNot Today’ and investing in proactive education and training.
Major brands like the NFL and the SuperBowl LVI Host Committee have committed to the fight, and individuals in
positions of power and influence have stepped up to make their voice heard in support of the mission.
We have been able to accelerate access to state-of-the-art technology for our local law enforcement teams that
supported hundreds of search warrants, dozens of prosecutions and, ultimately, the identification and rescue of
children in Indiana.

As we look to a New Year, we are filled with hope, passion, and purpose for the work that lies ahead. kNot Today’s new team is poised and ready to take on an expansion
to North Carolina to spread awareness and fund important restoration work for survivors in the Charlotte area. Through careful planning and consideration, kNot Today
has developed a bold strategic plan for 2022 to impact the lives of as many children and families as possible. Below are some of the initiatives that your continued
support will help accomplish:
Multilingual digital resource hub with training and information for various industries (healthcare, hospitality, educators), survivors, parents, children, and more.
Funding for Indiana institutions to facilitate training for youth and staﬀ about child sexual abuse, exploitation, and traﬀicking.
Restoration grants to Indiana child advocacy centers and vetted direct service providers in Charlotte.
Continued support of state-of-the-art technology for the Internet Crimes against Children Task Force in Indiana and North Carolina.
The expansion of “Traﬀicking Free Zones” across the United States. A community collaboration to arrest and prosecute sex buyers, educate people on sex traﬀicking,
connect the community with victim and buyer services, and implement demand reduction techniques.

None of this work would be possible without you. Our impact is a credit to your support. Every dollar, every connection, every voice has been critical to advancing this
mission. Thank you for all your eﬀorts, prayers, and encouragement. You are a valued part of our family.
With Sincere Gratitude,
Frank & Linda Reich
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Our Work:
Awareness /Advocacy
Drive maximum attention to this issue by informing
and engaging the public and lawmakers with data.

Legislation
We believe that change starts in our
communities. This year we were
dedicated to continual interaction with
legislators who have a similar passion to
move forward legislation that mitigates
traﬀicking and holds perpetrators
accountable for their actions to the
highest extent of the law. We were
encouraged to support two bills that
passed through the Indiana House.
House Bill 1081 would increase
sentencing for perpetrators whose
victims are under the age of 18 and rules
out victim consent or belief that a victim
was at least 18 years old as a legal
defense.

Community
Engagement
In 2021, kNot Today hosted its first
community campaigns in Fairmount and
Fishers, Indiana. In Fairmount, they were
joined by partner #teamCHESNEYstrong,
an eﬀort started by abuse survivor
Chesney Shonk. In Fishers, Colts players
joined Coach Reich on-stage to address
several thousand attendees on the
mission of kNot Today in an eﬀort to
spread awareness and garner support for
the issue. We believe one of the best
ways to get ahead of this issue is with
grassroots eﬀorts to engage, inform and
educate.

kNot Today + Colts
Pre-Season Game
kNot Today was selected as the Colts’
nonprofit partner during the Week 1 NFL
preseason matchup between the Colts
and Carolina Panthers. kNot Today
distributed 59,000 magnets to fans with
access to resources and education on the
issue. During half-time, co-founder Linda
Reich joined the Colts’ Larra Overton for
a half-time interview on kNot Today’s
mission and 60,000 fans watched a new
PSA starring Coach Matt Rhule, DeForest
Buckner, Carson Wentz and Coach Reich.

Colts
Community
kNot Today set up in “Colts City” for the
duration of 2021 Colts Training Camp
where staﬀ and volunteers engaged tens
of thousands of Indiana residents and
visitors on kNot Today’s mission. kNot
Today interacted with parents,
caregivers, and children over the course
of two weeks, distributing 500 Child
Protection Guides which educate on the
potential dangers and risks children have
from predators, both in-person and
online.

Frank’s 60th Birthday
Frank and Linda Reich reached out to the football community to support kNot
Today by donating $60 in honor of Coach Reich’s 60th birthday. Support poured
in from NFL players, coaches and media personalities as well as fans across the
NFL. Generous donors raised $210,000, which was 250% over our goal of
$60,000. Donations will further the education and training of parents, teachers,
and healthcare workers across the United States to better identify and report
sexual abuse, exploitation and traﬀicking.
Read the full story

MEDIA
COVERAGE

WDCX RADIO

CBS (PREGAME &
HALFTIME
SHOW DURING
COLTS VS.
TEXANS
DIVISIONAL
GAME)

BUFFALO
NEWS

FOX59

CBS4
STAMPEDE BLUE

Alliance Against Human
Traﬃcking and Exploitation
Ahead of the 2021 NFL season, kNot Today joined four additional nonprofit organizations in an alliance to combat the sexual abuse and exploitation of children – a global
crisis widely believed to worsen leading up to and during major sporting and entertainment events. The alliance aims to educate the public on the perennial nature and
warning signs of human traﬀicking, empower them to report suspicious activity, and provide resources to victims and those most vulnerable to exploitation. The
coalition, named the Alliance Against Human Traﬀicking & Exploitation, comprises anti-abuse nonprofits kNot Today, The US Institute Against Human Traﬀicking
(USIAHT), It’s a Penalty, A21, and Inner City Visions. Supporters include the NFL and the Los Angeles Super Bowl Host Committee.

Leading up to Super Bowl LVI, the Alliance worked together to:
Curb demand for exploitation and traﬀicking by organizing with and
supporting law enforcement operations
Prevent vulnerable people from becoming victims and help the general
public to know the signs by running awareness and education campaigns
throughout LA.
Increase reporting by making the National Human Traﬀicking Hotline
visible throughout the host city.
Leave a legacy for the Super Bowl in LA by organizing and supporting local,
grass-roots organizations to sustain beyond the event.

Joe’s Story.
“I want people to understand the severe ramifications of the sexual abuse of a child. It does not go away.” Marie Beckley, founder of Beckley’s Best Blends
Marie Beckley had a passion for candles, but with six children to care for, candles were a luxury. So she decided to turn her
candle passion into a business, and Beckley's Best Blends was born.
As the company grew, Marie’s husband Joe left his full-time job to support the candle business. For over a decade, they
traveled the country together selling candles and going on adventures. They were best friends and true partners in business
and life. They knew everything about one another.
But in 2012 Marie started to notice that Joe was showing signs of depression. An event had triggered his memories.
Something that no one knew. Something he had buried for decades - his own sexual abuse as a child.
Joe was a father, coach, and community leader. He was very involved with his children and grandchildren. He did not want
anyone to think that he, himself, would ever hurt a child, so he kept the source of his pain a secret. The stigma and the
shame kept him silent.
In 2020, after many years battling depression, Joe took his life.
“I want people to understand when you are sexually abusing a child this is something they may never recover from. But
more importantly, I want the people around those children to know the signs. I want people to know how to stop it. If this
could happen to someone like Joe, this could happen to anyone. This is a possibility of what can happen when a child is
sexually abused and it goes unnoticed and untreated… even decades later,” Marie Beckley.
Marie set out to honor Joe’s life the best way she knew how: candle making. She combined the beautiful smells of the
woods, cedar and berries and pine. She chose the perfect vessel: strong and solid. And then came the name. Unbreakable.
Since completing the Unbreakable candle, Beckley’s Best Blends has committed the proceeds to kNot Today to educate
parents, caregivers, teachers, and medical professionals on preventing and recognizing the signs of sexual abuse.
In December of 2021, Beckley’s Best Blends made a $12,000 donation to kNot Today to continue its education eﬀorts to
parents and caregivers on this issue.

In Memory of Joe Beckley.

Our Work: Prevention
We know demand is the driving force behind the sexual traﬀicking and exploitation of children. We want to ensure that law enforcement has the required
resources to prosecute predators and parents and caregivers are educated and informed on how to protect the children in their care.

Law Enforcement K-9s.
We are encouraged by the innovation coming out of Jordan Detection, a K-9 training facility in Indianapolis.
This year we purchased an Electronic Detection K-9 to work with the Internet Crimes Against Children Task
Force to assist in searching out sim cards/technology usually undetectable by humans. This alone has led to
the recovery of countless pieces of incriminating evidence during Federal/State search warrants and has led
to the implication and prosecution of suspected pedophiles and sexual predators targeting children and
those who are most likely to become hands-on abusers. We will continue to pursue opportunities to place
these K-9s with law enforcement handlers. See ‘Grants’ for detail.

Law Enforcement Technology.
Providing best in class technology to law enforcement that will speed the collection and unlock greater depth
of data from digital devices. Specifically, this technology provides the most complete extraction for passcode
protected iOS devices helping to solve more cases faster. See “Grants” for detail.

Law Enforcement Forensics.
It is our goal to continue providing mobile forensic response units that will allow investigators to work
eﬀiciently from crime scenes. The platform is equipped with tools that will help investigators at major scenes
to process evidence on-site significantly shortening forensic turnover times, which can take months, leading
to faster prosecutions. These units can also improve the intake assessments of rescued children. See
“Grants” for detail.

Child Protection Guide.
At the start of 2021, we began speaking with doctors, psychologists and service providers who work with
children who have experienced sexual trauma. We wanted to know how kNot Today could make a diﬀerence
quickly. The conversation kept turning to prevention and specifically education – of parents, grandparents,
caregivers, teachers- who are in positions to stop abuse, exploitation, and traﬀicking before it begins. We set
out to provide parents and caregivers with the basics in one, easy to consume resource; the Child Protection
Guide. We created the Guide in partnership with experts in pediatrics with experience in sexual abuse care,
lawyers, teachers, survivors, parents of survivors, the FBI, and Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC)
Indiana Task Force.
In 2021, kNot Today distributed nearly 5,000 hardcopies to parents, teachers, daycare workers, churches and
healthcare workers and made the guide freely available on knottoday.org.

Darin’s Story
“I’ve been a police oﬀicer for 32 years. I have seen it all. There’s no sugar coating this subject. The
sexual abuse and exploitation of children in our country is an absolute epidemic.”
- Darin Odier
The Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Program was formed to address the digital exploitation of
children on the internet. Darin Odier is an agent with the Indianapolis task force. He works an average of 60
to 70 active cases at any given time.
Each of those cases requires collaboration from local police, state police, FBI, and the Department of Child
Services all working together for the common goal: rescue children.
The Indianapolis task force has been a pioneer in ways to improve the eﬀiciency of a search warrant to bring
predators to justice. One of those eﬀiciencies just happens to have four legs and a fluﬀy tail.
In 2021, kNot Today was able to purchase an electronic detection K-9 for Detective Odier. That K-9, Hunter, is
one of 70 electronic detection K-9s in the US specifically trained to detect everything from a thumb drive to a
microSD card.
Devices like this can house thousands of images and videos from a content producer of child sexual abuse
material and are typically well hidden. Hunter can get into places the detectives cannot - tight spaces closets,
boxes, and he can do it a lot faster and more eﬀiciently. That’s the on-scene benefit.
Once a device has been located, it is sent to forensics. It can take several months to get incriminating
information back that can be used in a prosecution. The Indianapolis ICAC task force was the first to move
this process on-scene through the use of a mobile forensics vehicle. This means a forensics team is in the unit
outside the home looking at any found devices and communicating findings to the lead investigator in real
time as they are conducting an interview.
“With that immediate information, you may be saving a child in that home THAT NIGHT… not 6 months down
the road when we are able to get to that computer… How important is that 6 months to that little girl or little
boy?” asks Detective Odier.
Outfitting the team with another forensics unit was a goal for kNot Today. In 2021, we were able to provide
$30,000 toward the purchase of a new unit.
Collaboration between law enforcement and community partners is key to strengthening and expanding the
capacity to rescue children and identify abusers.

Our Work:
Restoration/Supporting
Restoration & Survivor Programs
Survivors
Child Advocacy Centers.
We are actively forming partnerships with Child Advocacy Centers (CAC) across Indiana to ensure that children and their
families who are reliving their abuse and trauma, often for the first time, have access to an environment and experience where
every child feels safe and comfortable. This year we gave $20,000 to support the renovation of three CACs. See "Grants" for
details.

Trauma-informed environments.
Part of kNot Today’s model is to allocate funding every year to vetted, grassroots organizations who are providing restoration
services in the form of case managers, therapy, life skill development, residential housing etc. Ascent 121 has been the
beneficiary of grants that support the expansion of their services to survivors in the Indianapolis area.

Film-based Therapy.
We are always looking for innovative ways to serve and support survivors as they enter rehabilitation. Film has been extensively
studied as a tool to address therapeutic stuck points having the power to decrease shame, evoke self-reflection and ignite
body-based processing to bring about healing. This year, we formed a new partnership with Point of View Story who is
developing short films and accompanying guidebooks to better equip therapists who are working with survivors including
those under the age of 18.

Ascent 121 Story.

“More often than not, we are working with ordinary, average kids
being taken advantage of by someone they thought loved them. It’s
the exploitation of vulnerability.” Trisha Pricket, Clinical Therapist,
Ascent 121
Ascent 121 is an organization located in Indianapolis that provides long
term recovery services for youth and their families who have been
aﬀected by sexual abuse, exploitation and traﬀicking.
The services that Ascent 121 provide are based on a continuity of care
model meaning Ascent 121 therapists can be with survivors throughout
their recovery as they transition through placements from residential
facilities to family homes, group homes or foster homes. This stability is
critical to rehabilitation and recovery that can span several years.
Ascent 121 has also focused on creating a best in class, trauma-informed
environment that has programming specific to the care needs of this
demographic.

“From a clinical perspective, talk therapy methods don’t always work for
children who have experienced body-based trauma, so the space where
we are working with these children is critical.”
But the right space is often hard to come by. Ascent 121 had to relocate
seven times in the first eight years to meet the growing demand for their
services. This put immense strain on the team to pack up and move, but
also to find space to provide excellent trauma-informed care for youth
and their families all while trying to focus their time on service provision.
kNot Today was introduced to Ascent 121 in 2020 and over the course of
six months, the team at kNot Today worked with the leadership team at
Ascent 121 to find them a permanent home. This included an extensive
search to locate a building, which kNot Today purchased and renovated
to meet the exact needs of Ascent 121 to create a best-in-class traumainformed environment.

2021 Grant Approvals
Ascent 121
kNot Today founders continue to support Ascent 121 following the purchase and renovation of a building to serve
as their permanent home by paying for all building-located expenses so they can focus on providing best-in-class
support to children. In 2021, kNot Today also provided 60 Nike Backpacks to children actively receiving
rehabilitation services.

Fishers Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force
We are passionate supporters of our local law enforcement teams who fight child sexual abuse, exploitation, and
traﬀicking on the front lines. From buyer stings to search warrants, protecting and rescuing children is their top
priority.
In 2021, we strengthened our relationship with the ICAC Task Force in Fishers and were able to better understand
some of their more pressing needs to improve the eﬀiciency and eﬀectiveness of their operations. To support
those operations, we delivered a grant of $28,000 to fund technology that will speed the collection of data and
unlock greater depth of data from digital devices. Specifically, this technology provides the most complete
extraction for passcode protected iOS and Android devices helping to solve more cases- faster.
To combat the increase in major cases of crimes against children, we are committed to supporting the
department with the best tools available to make arrests and identify additional crimes and suspects in an eﬀort
to protect children across Indiana.

Indianapolis ICAC
By the end of October 2021, the Indiana ICAC Task Force had received 6000+ cyber tips from the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children.
There were several tools that the team felt were critical to improving the eﬀiciency of their operations, one of
which was the purchase of a mobile forensic & interview vehicle. This vehicle provides opportunities for more
frequent and eﬀicient field investigations.
Through the eﬀorts of our Giving Tuesday campaign in November, we were able to raise and present $35,000 to
the members of the task force. This gift will enable them to complete the purchase of the unit that will have a
critical impact on everyday operations and child rescues.
The other tool they were evaluating was the use of electronic detection K-9s to assist in searching out sim cards/
technology usually undetectable by humans on search warrants. In 2021, kNot Today was able to purchase the
first K-9 for the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department, “Hunter,” with an $11,000 grant. In his first year of
service, his K-9 trainer Todd Jordan and handler Darin Odier, identified Hunter’s skills as “elite.” His discoveries
have led to the arrest of dozens of perpetrators in only a few months.

Point of View Story
We are inspired as we began a partnership with Point of View Story (POVS) this year to empower survivors of
commercial sexual exploitation and traﬀicking (CSE) through the power of film. Film has been extensively studied
as a tool to address therapeutic stuck points having the power to decrease shame, evoke self-reflection and ignite
body-based processing to bring about healing. POVS is currently being used in Indiana, Wisconsin, Texas and
Illinois.
In October 2021 at the Juvenile Sex Traﬀicking Conference in Washington D.C., 6 short films and accompanying
guidebooks and worksheets were launched to better equip therapists who are working with CSE survivors
including those under the age of 18.
By delivering a $10,000 grant, kNot Today will be able to support POVS as they expand access to these valuable
tools for more service providers, represent more identities, and address additional topics with CSE survivors.

Susie’s Place
The Hendricks County Child Advocacy Center, also known by the name Susie's Place, is a child advocacy center
following best practices to investigate and intervene in cases involving crimes against children and cases in which
children are witnesses to violent crime.
Susie's Place serves reported victims of crime ages two to 17 and some adult victims who are highly traumatized
by their experiences or have developmental needs. They receive referrals for services from across the state of
Indiana but are contracted to serve 17 Indiana counties regularly.
kNot Today was connected to Susie’s Place through the ICAC Task Force. Susie’s place was seeking support to
update the facilities and technology in their 3 child advocacy centers with the goal to create an environment and
experience in which every child feels safe and comfortable.
We were proud to be able to present a grant of $20,000 to be used in their Bloomington center to refresh paint,
purchase new furniture for the observation room, and refinish the family waiting room restroom. The Avon
Center will utilize funds to install new flooring throughout the center, install new TVs in the family waiting rooms,
purchase new bookshelves for toys/books, and furnish a small family meeting room. In the Terre Haute center,
Susie's Place will purchase new observation room chairs and update toys and activities in the family waiting
room.

Our Donors
$1-2500: 95.4%
$2500-10,000: 2.5.%
$10,000-25,000: 1.2%
$25,000 + : 0.8%
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What Next
Courage to Compete Event
Our inaugural fundraising event will take place in Indianapolis on April 23, 2022. The Courage To Compete
Bowling Tournament will be a chance for representatives of area businesses to socialize, network and
support kNot Today. Expect a high-end experience of food, fun, celebrity bowlers and non-stop
competition. It takes courage to get out of the stands and onto the field. But together we can end child
sexual abuse, exploitation and traﬀicking. To become an event sponsor or create a bowling team, visit
knottoday.org/events.

Corporate Engagement
Corporate opportunities range from educational programs to drive employee awareness, encouraging
employer match gifts, and becoming a kNot Today Program Partner to financially supporting a specific
initiative based on your company’s culture and passions. We also are looking for brand partners who can
help drive broader awareness and education of adults and ongoing education of children. To discuss ways
to engage your company in giving back to protect children across Indiana, protect children across Indiana,
contact us at partner@knottoday.org.

Contact
Address: 147 Washington Pointe Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46229
Email Us: info@knottoday.org
@knottodayfdn

